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Message from the

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
They say hindsight is 20/20,
but as far as this year goes,
2020 is as much about the
future of Camp Maple Leaf
as it is a reflection of the past.
As we enter our fifth year of operation
since the Camp Tanamakoon Charitable
Foundation relaunched Camp Maple Leaf,
our foundation is surprised, delighted and
amazed by the growth and development
of the camp from the standpoint of our
campers, their families, our different user
groups and our donors and supporters. It
has been more than gratifying for me to see
an idea develop to the stage it’s at in such a
short period of time. We are now looking at
getting close to maximum capacity within
the next two seasons, and we are now
already planning for 2021 regardless of 		
what happens this summer.

Also celebrating five years with Camp Maple
Leaf is our amazing Camp Director, April
Young, who deserves enormous credit for our
success for a couple reasons. First of all, her
commitment, energy and time invested over
our first five years is irreplaceable. Second,
her knowledge and her ideas, not only on
the program side of camp life, but also her
ability to relate to each of our different user
groups and potential partners, has helped
accelerate the growth of our ideas for Camp
Maple Leaf.
Speaking of partners, each year we can’t
operate Camp Maple Leaf without the
commitment and strength of our partnership
groups. Our idea of providing summer camp
experiences for smaller groups of children
with unique life challenges only works
because organizations like About Face,
Little People of Ontario, Tourette Canada
and Seasons Centre for Grieving Children
are fully behind Camp Maple Leaf, offering
enthusiastic as well as financial support
to make sure that the children of families
in their organizations are able to come to
camp.
As with all charities, in particularly smaller
ones, much of our effort is spent on

strengthening our donor partner and support
network. We have been lucky enough to
add to that each year; our support from
private donors has been increasing nicely.
For example, we received a substantial gift
from a golf tournament run by Tourette
Canada. We are well connected now with
the Fowlers Corners and District Lions Club,
who provided us with a wonderful donation
and allowed us to work with them on their
Classic Car Cruise Nights held weekly in
the summer near the camp. We are truly
appreciative of the diverse and passionate
donor groups that continue to find ways to
lend support and services to what we do at
Camp Maple Leaf.
Looking forward beyond our fifth year of
operation, ensuring our future success
requires our Leadership Team to seek
guidance from additional sources. I am
pleased that our new Advisory Council has
been created and met for the first time.
We approached seven people from varying
backgrounds related to camp, related to
fundraising and related to our user groups,
and all seven people we asked to join us
agreed immediately. That speaks volumes
about how highly the camp is regarded
in various circles across the country.
We’re particularly grateful to Colonel
Telah Morrison, Director Military Family
Services at Canadian Forces Morale and
Welfare Services, for joining and lending her
expertise to our Advisory Council.

Originally, we had hoped to launch a camp
program this summer for children recruited
through their organization. While we have
decided to hold off the start of that program
this year, we are full speed ahead to have
40 children with Down Syndrome attend
Camp Maple Leaf in 2021.
Finally, I’d like to add a bit of personal
reflection. I do take great satisfaction
knowing that during the course of my life
in the camping world, that our camps have
had a significant impact on the lives of many
children. I love camp. It had a huge impact
on me as a child. That’s why I do what I do. I
think that camp has a similar kind of impact
on children for the rest of their lives. Camp
is the greatest place for a child when they’re
young.
Sincerely,

Kim Smith

Executive Director

Camp Maple Leaf

As I look at all we have accomplished
with Camp Maple Leaf going into this
milestone year, I can’t help but be excited
about our future. Our donors have been
loyal, approachable and generous with
their donations. We’re at a point going into
our fifth year where the plan is to look at a
second location. We are particularly grateful
to the True Patriot Love Foundation, who
have provided funding for us to complete
a feasibility study for a second location
of Camp Maple Leaf to serve the needs of
children facing unique life challenges in
other parts of Canada. The study is underway
and we are looking at both eastern and
western Canada. We’ve also built a strong
connection with Down Syndrome of Ontario.
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CML from the inside

A STAFF AND
VOLUNTEER
PERSPECTIVE
There are a lot of commonalities shared
between one summer camp and the
next. From fire pits to bunk beds,
watersports to hiking trails, camp
wouldn’t be camp without the standard
list of necessities. What truly sets a
camp apart is the quality of the staff,
and nowhere is that more evident than
Camp Maple Leaf.
Every year, a diverse cross-section
of staff and volunteers descend on
the camp’s Jacobs Island location,
each bringing passion, enthusiasm
and personal life experiences to their
role at Camp Maple Leaf. As a result,
young campers are provided with an
extraordinary summer camp experience
thanks to the unique perspectives and
abilities displayed by the staff and
volunteers. At the top of that list is
Calypso – also known as Camp Director
April Young, who in 2020 will celebrate
her fifth year at Camp Maple Leaf. It’s
a role she was destined to play, and
certainly one she cherishes each year.
“I grew up in hospitals as a child with a
congenital respiratory disorder” 		
said April.

8

“But every summer I got to go
to sleepover summer camp,
so it only made sense that my
world’s collided and I focused
my education and my career
on directing camps for children
with various challenges. It has
been a dream come true over
the last five years as Camp
Maple Leaf has become my
home.”
As Camp Director, April has had the
unique perspective of working with
an ever-expanding family of new and
returning camp staff and volunteers. She
says she’s constantly impressed by the
quality of character and devotion shown
by all the individuals who get involved
with Camp Maple Leaf.
“Our staff come from many different
backgrounds,” said April. “They are either
raised by us from one of our nine camper
populations or they are drawn to us by
a need to make lives better for children
who need joy the most. It is very powerful

to be part of a team with others who feel
as passionate about their work as you do.
Perhaps that is why this group of staff
has no problem having paint dumped on
their heads for a program or think that
staying up all night with a crying camper
is privilege. It’s been an honour to work
alongside this remarkable group of young
adults for the past five years.”
Although April admits to missing her
former job as a camp counsellor given
how impactful that role can be in the life
of a camper, she says there are still lots
to love about being Camp Director.

“I find such overwhelming 		
joy on opening day when a
new group of campers arrive
each-and-every week. I
look around the crowd as
the counsellors are bonding
with their campers and the
campers are making new
best friends, and I realize
that I get to bring all of
these people together.”
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One of those big-hearted staff members
April mentioned is Camryn Robinson, who
came to Camp a Counsellor in Training
(CIT) last year and is looking forward to
her new role as junior counsellor. Camryn
had never been to a sleepover camp prior
to her first stay at Camp Maple Leaf as a
nine-year-old, but she quickly became a
life-long convert.
“I think I was just in awe because it was
kind of my first experience seeing young
adults being in charge of me as camp
counsellors,” said Camryn, whose father
is in the military and mother worked with
the Military Family Resource Centre in
Petawawa. “I knew from that time on that
I really wanted to be a camp counsellor. I
think it was just from seeing these older
teenagers – as counsellors - who were so
nice to me who weren’t authority figures.”
One of the most rewarding moments
in Camryn’s young career as a CIT
was when she was given her camp
name, Chello – like the instrument, but
spelled phonetically to inspire proper
pronunciation. Once she got her name,
however, Camryn says she quickly
understood the weight it held in terms of
increased responsibility.

“When you become a camp
counsellor it’s bestowed upon
you, they knight you. That was
something I had been waiting
for since 2012. It was a really
big deal for me. I think the
hardest thing was assuming
that role of leadership, having
to account for myself. Not that
it was hard to put myself in
charge of things. It was just a
little more difficult and a quick
transition from having people
tell me what to do all the time in
a very structured agenda to just
roll with the punches as a CIT.”
Having been a camper and now a CIT,
Camryn knows first-hand how impactful
the camp experience can be in the life of
a child. She’s definitely looking forward to
being part of that impact in her new role.
“I think the biggest thing in terms of kids
is sometimes they don’t want to be there,
they think ‘I’m too cool for summer camp,’
or sometimes they’re scared and miss

their parents. The biggest thing about
Camp Maple Leaf is that it’s a huge family.
It sounds like a familiar tune, but there’s
no better way to say it. Immediately you
become part of the CML family, and it’s
people just like you who are there to
support you and all you do.”
Aaron Keith is another former camper
who has now become a staff member at
Camp Maple. After serving as a counsellor
for two years, the former Camp LPO
camper was promoted to head staff.
It’s a position Aaron feels will allow him
to help other new campers avoid some of
the anxiety you feel when you first arrive
at camp.
“When I first went there, it was a
struggle for me. Someone with my
condition (dwarfism) - a lot people get
bullied. Going to Camp Maple Leaf made
it feel like you had a home. It felt like I
had people around me who to help with
anything I needed. Going there gave me
a lot more confidence.”
Continued On Pg 10
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CML from the inside

A STAFF AND VOLUNTEER PERSPECTIVE

Aaron says serving as a role model for
other kids as well as staff is very rewarding,
given the trust he is afforded by others
to help ensure kids enjoy their camp
experience. He’s looking forward to the
added responsibility that comes with his
new head staff position.
What Joan Kennedy loves most is the
natural setting of Camp Maple Leaf. As the
Program Director with the Seasons Centre
for Grieving Children, one of Camp Maple
Leaf’s program partners, Joan understands
the healing power that comes with an
immersive experience in nature.
“The unique setting and being outdoors has
a calming effect on kids,” said Joan, who
through the Centre has been working on

10

Camp Maple Leaf programming elements
around grief for three years. “Even though
it’s a lot of fun, it provides a calming
atmosphere which provides an opportunity
to use the things that nature offers us and
incorporate that into developing coping
skills for the kids when they’re dealing
with some of their feelings.”
From her perspective, Joan sees weeklong camping experience as a vital tool in
helping children who have lost a parent or
sibling better deal with their grief.
“The impact that I see personally is how the
kids are able to enjoy life, to enjoy things
while they’re still grieving. Kids actually
do that quite well compared to adults. As
adults when we grieve we don’t want to get

CONTINUED FROM PG 9

off the couch, we don’t want to go to work.
And kids have those similar feelings but
they need to move along. Camp Maple Leaf
really gives that opportunity.”
Also returning to Camp Maple Leaf in his
role as Head of Operations is Jerrod Smith,
son of camp Executive Director Kim Smith.
“I grew up at camp,” said Jerrod, whose
fulltime job is Associate Coach for the OHL’s
Windsor Spitfires. “My parents acquired
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Camp Tanamacoon in ’84 when I was
born, so I kind of grew up there. As a kid
I went to Camp Ponacka, and camp life is
in my blood. My wife Candice and I have
two little boys, and we reside at Camp
Maple Leaf all summer. It’s so great that
our whole family gets to experience it
now.”
As Head of Operations, Jerrod says that
a key focus remains creating an inclusive
environment for both campers and
staff. Seeing familiar faces that keep
coming back is a great indicator of how
successful the camp leadership has been

in creating that environment, and Jerrod
says one of the favourite parts of his job.
“It’s so rewarding to see kids coming
together facing unique challenges in their
every-day life and sharing experiences
they might not be able to get back in
the city. That’s something I always take
away.”
These are just a few of the different
perspectives woven into the tapestry of
the Camp Maple Leaf experience, a direct
result of having so many different people
come on board each year. According to

Camp Director April, it’s what makes
Camp Maple Leaf such an effective
learning tool for campers.
“Camp is so important for children. It
is a place where they gain independence,
learn about themselves and what they are
capable of, where they have role models
like no other and most importantly have
friendships that get them through anything
life throws at them. Camp Maple Leaf serves
children who arguably need camp the most.
I can think of no more efficient way to
support these kids as they become the best
versions of themselves.”
CAMP MAPLE LEAF | 2020 EDITION
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705-742-0488
700 ERSKINE AVENUE
PETERBOROUGH, ON, K9J 6V9

705-324-2929
4A-55 ANGELINE STREET NORTH
LINDSAY, ONTARIO, K9V 5B7
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905-852-1396

Box 33 - 422 HWY 47, Goodwood, ON
www.raccoironandmetal.com
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MONSENS
SPORTING
GOODS
705-748-6811
619 QUEENSWAY P.O. BOX #4334
PETERBOROUGH, ON, K9J 7B1

705 748 4440
1539 Chemong Rd, Selwyn, ON, K9J 6X2
johnnewmancontracting.ca
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JABRON IES
SPORT S BAR
289-933-7375
215 KING ST. E
HAMILTON , ON

705-328-1000
68 Mclaughlin Road Unit 3
Lindsay, ON K9V 6B5
WWW.PEARCE.ON.CA
905-545-3853
580 RENNIE STREET
HAMILTON, ONTARIO

www.edwardjones.ca
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TODAY, SUPERIOR BOILER WORKS & WELDING LTD. HAS GROWN
INTO ONE OF OUR AREA'S LARGEST GENERAL MECHANICAL,
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS AND BOILER PRESSURE VESSEL
MANUFACTURERS. WITH OVER 140 EMPLOYEES AND GROWING,
WE DESIGN, FABRICATE AND INSTALL FOR A WIDE VARIETY OF
APPLICATIONS.
OVER THE YEARS SUPERIOR HAS TAKEN ON COMPLEX PROJECTS
AND DELIVERED ON-TIME AND ON-BUDGET SOLUTIONS. WE
HAVE BECOME A “ONE STOP SHOP”.

WWW.SBWW.COM

WORSLEY AUTOMVIE SERVICES
705-324-7589
18 VICTORIA AVENUE SOUTH
LINDSAY, ONTARIO, K9V 3C7

TIM

NICHOLLS
CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANT
705-741-5612
294 RINK ST., ST. 100
PETERBOROUGH, ON
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TEL: 905.728.1000
TF: 1.844.728.1001

1900 Boundary Road Whitby, On,L1N 8P8

www.mackietransportation.com

SAAMUEL SON
AND COMPANY
PROUD
COMMUNITY
SPONSOR
410 NASH ROAD NORTH
HAMILTON, ON, L8H 7R9
905-573-9100
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Residential
Commercial
Industrial

705-878-5846
PO BOX 722
LINDSAY ONTARIO K9V 4W9

(905) 728-3800

209 Bloor St E, Oshawa, ON L1H 3M3

www.oscan.ca

705 654 4000
4108 28 Hwy, P.O. Box 695
Lakefield, ON, K0L 2H0
kawarthautilityservices.com

CAMP MAPLE LEAF | 2020 EDITION

CML Full Magazine 2020_new_final_singles.indd 19

19

2020-06-03 12:23 PM

OUR VOLUNTEER HEROS
CML's Volunteers
Help Make the Magic

20
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We all know how valuable time is as a
commodity, given the finite amount of it
we all have as individuals. Giving away
time willingly to volunteer for a cause you
believe in makes it even more valuable,
especially to organizations like Camp
Maple Leaf that rely on volunteers to
deliver programs.
There is little doubt that the success of
Camp Maple Leaf has been built on the
strength of an ever-expanding group of
volunteers, many who have made and
continue to make significant contributions
to the camp through their in-kind service.
What is even more impressive is the fact
Camp Maple Leaf volunteers come from
a broad cross-section of age groups and
career life experiences.

Take Mike Trauner, for example, who has
been volunteering at Camp Maple Leaf
since 2018. Mike, a Master Corporal in
the Canadian Light Infantry, lost both
his legs while on patrol in Afghanistan
when an improvised explosive device
went off. The force also severely injured
both his arms and hands, damaged his
hearing and left shrapnel in his eyes.
After emerging from a lengthy hospital
stay and rehab program, Mike set off on
a personal road to recovery, eventually
becoming a world-class para-athlete and
double gold medal winner at the 2017
Invictus Games in Toronto. Mike felt his
story of personal triumph over adversity
might inspire hope for young people
facing similar life challenges and, given
his military background, volunteering at
Camp Maple Leaf was a perfect fit.

					
			
“Originally I got in contact with the camp
through (Camp Director) April Young,”
said Mike, who is slated to represent
Canada in paracanoe at the next summer
Olympics now scheduled for 2021 in
Japan. “I mentioned that I knew Mark
Freeman, whose son Mike Freeman lost
his life in Afghanistan. He was in my
platoon. I just felt it would be a really
good thing for me to give back a little bit,
even from a disability standpoint.”

Given his unique perspective as both a
military veteran injured while serving and
a world-class athlete, Mike recognized
his story would be a relatable one for
many children at Camp Maple Leaf.
“A lot of kids have gone through a 		
lot of difficult situations themselves,
losing a parent or having a parent
dealing with PTSD,” said Trauner, a
19 year vet who served with the 3rd
Battalion Royal Canadian Regiment.
“I really wanted to show them that
people can recover. People can find
new positive things in their lives.
This is how I did it, and how I can
use my story.”
Of all the life challenges he has
faced, finding time to volunteer at
Camp Maple Leaf has certainly been a
personal challenge for Mike given his
busy training schedule. However,
he says that volunteering
with the camp offers
its own reward.“Kids
might be dealing
with something very
stressful at home in
their own personal
lives with their
families. When they
get to go to camp,

they get to be a kid, to have fun and relate
to other kids who might be going through
the same situation. I really feel that
the camp helps them develop as young
people, to gain confidence. We’re always
told that we go there and inspire kids. But
truly, you go there and hear those stories
from these kids and family members, and
that’s truly inspiring in itself.”
Camp Maple Leaf Advisory Council
volunteer Ryan Hanes began his journey
with the camp as a teen.
“I wound up working there for four
summers in the late 80s early 90s,” said
Ryan, who now has a son working as
part of the summer staff at Camp Maple
Leaf. “I fell in love with the place. It was
certainly a big part of my life over those
years, and has always held a special
place in my heart.”
As a camp counsellor, Ryan got to see
first-hand the impact the camp had on
the diverse group of children who came
through each year he worked for Camp
Maple Leaf.

"The purpose of the camp
was to provide a place for
underserviced children to
get exposure to that kind of
outdoor lifestyle,"
he said. “It was an awesome experience
just to watch the transformation. To
actually see changes, to see kids that
maybe were not too happy about being
there for the first couple days actually
upset to be leaving, and talking about
wanting to come back next year, it was
really fulfilling to see the impact it had on
their lives. I never had a cabin of kids over
the four years that I didn’t love. It was
always unique.”
As an Advisory Council volunteer, Ryan
sees the committee bringing future value
to the camp by developing fundraising
ideas and long term planning strategies.
“They’ve tried to put together a nice cross
section of people who have had some
experience with the camp. We’ve only had
one call at this point but we covered a big
cross section of topics. Everyone on that
committee is passionate about the camp
and wanting to see it thrive.”
Martha Leonard is another volunteer who
discovered the persuasive enthusiasm
Camp Director April Young brings to her
recruitment outreach.
Continued On Pg 22
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OUR VOLUNTEER HEROS

CML's Volunteers Help Make the Magic CONTINUED FROM PG 21
“April came and did an awesome presentation
at the Military Family Resource Centre
(MFRC),” said Martha, who serves as the
Child and Youth Development Coordinator at
the Centre. “She was talking about how the
camp needed people for additional support.
My background is in social work and I’m
always looking for ways to support military
youth. It just went from there.”
Given her role with the MFRC, Martha has
been instrumental in providing programming
guidance at Camp Maple Leaf as part of
the Heroes Support Team. That involves
offering input on content provided to kids of
military and first responder’s families who
may be triggered by discussions on topics
like Occupational Stress Injuries and PTSD.
Easing the anxiety children feel as a result
of living in unstable home environments and
heading to camp for the first time is critical,
and in her volunteer role Martha says she
sees the benefit a camp experience has
on kids from military and first responder’s
families.
“I think the social inclusion benefit is the
biggest piece. At the camps, kids can go and
be themselves and be around other people
who are going through the same things
without having to explain what they’re feeling
over and over and over. There are some that
come in, they’ll be scared to sleep in their
bunks, or they won’t be very social and are
worried about making friends. By the end,
everybody’s just a big group of friends having
a great time.”

22

As for her favourite part of
volunteering at the camp,
Martha, camp name Nala
says it’s participating in the
traditional camp sundowner
each night.
“Basically it’s a little talent show for
everybody, and I think the kids who get up and
speak about what they learn and how many
friends they’ve made and how good they feel
is probably the defining moment. It always
brings us to tears. Every year somebody will
do a beautiful speech and we always have to
have a box of Kleenex on hand.”
Summer camp wouldn’t be summer camp
without the odd sliver, burn, twisted ankle, cut
or scrape. That’s where volunteer Lee-Anne
Quinn comes in. Quinn, who spent 22 years in
the Canadian military as a nurse practitioner,
spent her first summer providing support and
advice to our nursing staff at Camp Maple Leaf.
“I heard that Camp Maple Leaf was founded by
veterans,” said Quinn, who serves as Honorary
Lieutenant Colonel for the Hastings and Prince
Edward reserve infantry regiment, a group that
regularly volunteers at the camp each year.
“They said to me, ‘Hey Quinn, would you be
able to provide some medical coverage for the
summer.’ I said, absolutely. It’s my obligation
as a citizen to give back, and I thought what
better way to give back then to volunteer with
Camp Maple Leaf.”

As a nurse practitioner, Quinn – who goes by
the camp name “Houston” (as in, “Houston,
we have a problem!”) is able to provide a
variety of vital medical services on site. From
lacerations and a broken finger to strep throat,
tonsillitis, sore bellies and infected toes, Quinn
says she’s had to treat all the typical injuries
you’d expect to see happen to kids at camp.
However, she also provides another important
volunteer service.
“On top of looking after the kids, I also look
after the staff. As you can imagine, the staff
are going 24/7 with all these kids running
around. They get worn out, they get strep
throat, they get ear infections and injuries too.
You name I’ve looked after it.”
In order to be available for her volunteer duty
at the camp, Quinn booked holiday time from
her day job. That meant spending a working
vacation taking care of kids, which she says
was well worth the effort.
“Camp Maple Leaf is beautiful. The island
setting is beautiful. I got to go fishing everyday
with the kids. I got to play baseball and play
lots of sports and sing around the campfire.
That’s a good enough holiday for me. Just to
see the smiles on their faces, that’s what I
remember most.”
As the camp has grown, so too has the
number of volunteers required to fill all the
responsibilities that come with running a
summer camp for kids. From all the staff at
Camp Maple Leaf, we send a heartfelt “thank
you” to all the passionate and committed
volunteers who help make the camp such a
magical experience for children!
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INVESTORS GROUP
705-876-1282
1743 LANSDOWNE STREET WEST
PETERBOROUGH ON

HIAWATHA
FIRST NATION

(705) 295-4421

123 Paudash St, Hiawatha,
ON K9J 0E6

Enjoy a full line of
smoothies, veg gie smooth ies,

OUTLET
COLLECTION
AT NIAGARA

juices, bubble teas, matcha
teas & frozen yogurt on our
expanded menu.

With Two Main Divisions
Food & Dairy
Sanitary Processing
Equipment & Supply
Custom Plastic
Injection Moulding

675 The Parkway
Peterborough, Ontario K9J 7K2
(705)743-5361 or 1-800-361-5361
Fax: (705)743-4312
www.harco.on.ca
Email: sales@harco.on.ca

705-878-4074
253 KENT STREET WEST
LINDAY, ON
K9V 2Z3
WWW.FIREORICE.COM
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PLANNED GIVING A LEGACY OF L
By definition, “charity” is the voluntary giving
of help, typically in the form of money, to
those in need. Establishing an organization
dedicated to providing help and raising
money relies on acts of charity from
individuals and organizations to
fulfill its mission.
Fortunately, Camp Maple Leaf
has managed to inspire such
acts of selfless generosity from
supporters who believe in the
camp’s mission: to help children of
active and Veteran military families
and children living with unique life
challenges build lasting memories
and friendships through a summer
camp experience. That said, it’s critical to
the future success of the camp to continue
to find ways to grow its annual donor base.
Planned giving – a financial gift contributed
now that gets allocated in the future – is one
of the easiest ways to make an individual
contribution to a charity like Camp Maple
Leaf. The key, however, is letting people know
the planned giving option exists.

VE

“People don’t have on their radar the fact
that they can contribute, leave a legacy and
make a significant difference today without
actually making any immediate financial
contributions,” said Jay Hooper, Director of
Development at Camp Maple Leaf. “There
are a whole variety of different ways people
can do it.”
Current planned giving options offer donors
incredible flexibility when it comes to
supporting Camp Maple Leaf. For example,
allocating a legacy gift to the camp in a
will is a very simple way to ensure your
wish to support campers continues after
you’re gone. Some individuals purchase an
insurance policy and designated a charity
as a beneficiary. Others prefer to name
the camp as a full or partial recipient of a
Registered Savings Plan. Regardless of
how the donation is made, Hooper said all
such fundraising dollars are now being
channelled into Camp Maple Leaf’s new
Endowment Fund with a specific purpose
in mind.
“This is brand new at Camp Maple Leaf,”
said Hooper. “It has been established
this year. We have started to ask people
to consider this as an option. All planned
gifts that come in, unless otherwise
specified, will go into the Camp Maple Leaf
Endowment Fund which will help to provide
sponsorships for campers in the future.”
Peterborough’s Cathy Warrender is a great
example of the donors who have signed on
to provide planned gifts to Camp Maple Leaf.
The fact that she will be helping provide a
camp experience for young campers in the
future was one of the primary reasons for
her contribution, especially given the place
Camp Maple Leaf holds in her heart as a
young teen.
“I actually worked at the camp when I was
15 and 16,” explained Cathy, a Silver Cross
widow who met her eventual husband when
she joined the Canadian military in 1977.
“It was incredible. When I went back to the
camp last June, it was to go as an alumni
to support their Open House. That’s when I
found out the camp was supporting Veterans
and their families, and here I am a military

24

CAMP MAPLE LEAF | 2020 EDITION

CML Full Magazine 2020_new_final_singles.indd 24

2020-06-03 12:24 PM

person. It was so cool. The military and Camp
Maple Leaf are very close to my heart.”
Warrender – who earned the camp name
“Pockets” as a result of her penchant for
wearing pocket-laden coveralls – remembers
the joy of both her first camp experience and
returning to the camp as a volunteer last year.
“It was such a big part of my youth, going
there when I was a kid,” she remembered
fondly. “It was just so much fun, developing
the comradery and friendships with the staff
and kids. I’m still friends with many of the kids
I worked with. The fondest memory I have of
going back last year was just going into the
dining room and seeing the new staff. We were
all having yelling contests, it was so much fun.”
Ensuring future campers get to have as
much fun as she did through a summer camp
experience lead Cathy to become a planned
gift contributor to Camp Maple Leaf. She sees
it less as a financial contribution and more as a
gift of love to support the military families she
holds dear.
“Today, in this age, with what’s going on in the
world, love is the only answer,” said Cathy. “I
give to ten military charities. Freedom is not
free. God gives us the privilege to do the duty

we want to
do. That’s
why I joined the
Canadian Military
- it’s why anyone joins.
We join to serve our country.
And love is a good reason to give back.”
With Camp Maple Leaf celebrating its fifth
year of operation under management of the
Camp Tanamakoon Charitable Foundation,
Hooper said the timing was right to establish
the Endowment Fund. It’s a secure way for
the camp to be able to build a future resource
that can in perpetuity provide sponsorships for
future campers.
“This being our fifth year, we’ve demonstrated
we’re committed to the ongoing and long term
success of Camp Maple Leaf . People would
have been apprehensive if we went out in year
one asking people for planned gifts to support
the camp in the future. Even with the challenges
we’re facing today, we are committed to
delivering camp this summer. If we can’t, it’s
important for people to know we will be back
in 2021 and planning for the future thanks to
programs like planned giving.”

CAMP MAPLE LEAF | 2020 EDITION

CML Full Magazine 2020_new_final_singles.indd 25

25

2020-06-03 12:24 PM

SUPPLY ALL MOLDINGS TRIM
AND DOORS
463 SEAMAN ST.
STONEY CREEK, ON, L8E 2R2

905-662-9666

WWW.SUPPLYALLTRIMANDDOORS.CA

UC BABY

519-620-2240
3113 ROTARY WAY
WELLINGTON, ON, L7M 0A3

Judy Rickey

Professional Organizer, Owner

CLUTTER
SERVICES

905-973-3063
jrickey@clutterreliefservices.com
www.clutterreliefservices.com
SERVICING THE AREAS OF
HAMILTON, HALTON AND NIAGARA

Specializing in Residential, Life Transitions and Estate Organizing.
Confidential, Friendly, Teams and Maintenance Services Available.

905-985-9933
2560 DURHAM REGIONAL RD 19, BLACKSTOCK, ON

PROUD COMMUNITY SPONSOR

City or Waterfront
Dream Home or Dream Cottage

Let me help you find your next property!

905-667-5500
175 LONGWOOD RD S #101A
HAMILTON, ON, L8P 0A1
WWW.MCMASTERINNOVATIONPARK.CA

Jo Pillon

Sales Representative

Direct 705.875.4958
Office 705.748.4056
jopillon@royallepage.ca
LookingForAHome.ca
Put my experience and the resources of Royal LePage to work for you!
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JERRY’S

QUIK CHEK
705 745 4825

239 Park St N, Peterborough, ON, K9J 3P7

2020 Fisher Drive, Suite 1
Peterborough ON K9J 6X6
Telephone: 705 748-6631

519.332.2025

850 CONFEDERATION ST SARNIA ON N7T 2E3
www.guillevin.com

Leading the way since 1906
Service Is Our Business
Quality Is Our Priority
People Make It Happen

WILDWOOD VARIETY STORE
5531 DAWSON ROAD
KAMINIST, ON, P0T 1X0
1-807-767-7901

GRAND VANASSE
UNLIMITED
807-468-1246
A-209 SIXTH ST S, KENORA , ON

RISING
Elevate Your Image

Mark Ciaglia
Owner/Operator

905.547.4205 mark@risingsigns.ca
230 Anchor Rd, Unit 5 Hamilton Ontario L8W 3R2
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PARTNERSHIPS
One pillar of Camp Maple Leaf's success
Developing and delivering high quality
programs for campers has remained
job #1 for the leadership group at
Camp Maple Leaf since taking over and
reopening the camp in 2016. That being
said, a big part of the camp’s success has
been a direct result of concerted efforts
to grow strong, effective relationships
with CML program, service and funding
partners.
There’s no question that establishing
healthy partnerships with external
organizations and individuals has had
an enormously positive impact on Camp
Maple Leaf’s ability to fulfill its mission.
From financial support to providing vital
in-kind products and services, each
contribution plays a unique role in the
overall annual success at the camp.
Also unique to each organization is the
reason for supporting Camp Maple Leaf.
Take True Patriot Love Foundation, for
example, a national charity dedicated
to supporting active military members,
veterans and their families.
“Camp Maple Leaf is certainly unique
in my experience, it being a dedicated
facility for different groups of vulnerable
young people and particularly those from
military families,” said Nick Booth MVO,
CEO at True Patriot Love Foundation. “It’s
a wonderful resource.”
Given its ties to military personnel,
True Patriot Love understands fully the
importance of completing a mission. It’s
for that reason the organization supports
Camp Maple Leaf on its mission to give
children of Canadian military families and
children living with unique life challenges
a safe, fun-filled and life changing
summer camp experience.
“There’s a saying in military circles, that
the family serves too,” said Booth. “When
we look across the different pressures
faced by people in the Armed Forces,
especially now, we know that children
and young people in military families
experience mental health challenges
up to double the rate of civilian young
people. Their usual challenges of growing
up are exacerbated by things like multiple
deployments, challenges of getting
consistent health care, moving from
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school to school to school. It’s important
for the men and women of the military to
know that people have their back. They’re
a unique and wonderful breed, the Armed
Forces. They won’t ask for help, but they
appreciate it when they get it. Knowing
that your kids have got some respite with
other kids who may be going through the
same experience is very important.”
With the majority of summer
programming weeks dedicated to
children of military families, Booth says
providing funding for Camp Maple Leaf
each year aligns perfectly with True
Patriot Love’s overall purpose.
“I can’t emphasize enough how much we
value the camp. We value the staff, we
value the camp counsellors, we value
the leadership. They put themselves out
summer after summer after summer
to create these magical experiences for
both children of the military and other
backgrounds. We and others hold them in
the highest regard.”
While part of the camp experience is
encouraging everyone to unplug from
technology, IT Force is a new Camp Maple
Leaf partner that has played a significant
role in plugging the camp back in. Even
though the camp has always been about
providing full accessibility to campers,
the tech experts at IT Force have brought
a different kind of accessibility to Camp
Maple Leaf’s administrative processes in
the form of IT services designed to make
the camp more efficient. This meant
integration of digital assets like Microsoft
non-profit services and Microsoft Teams
to allow for better data management
and to allow camp staff to better connect
online.
Helping organizations that help others
is a core mission at IT Force, and after
seeing a presentation from Camp Maple
Leaf representatives, the company
immediately signed on as a new partner.
“The company founders came up with
a mission to give back to communities
in the form of the work we do, IT
services,” said Daxon Flynn, an IT Force
staff member responsible for sales
coordination and purchasing. “They let

staff bring forward ideas of organizations
we could potentially help. I brought
forward Camp Maple Leaf. I got to
describe the different weeks and the
different life challenges addressed at the
camp. I got most of the votes. People got
excited when they found out it was a kid’s
camp.”
Flynn’s advocacy on behalf of Camp
Maple Leaf wasn’t coincidental; he’s
been sending his daughter to Camp
Little People of Ontario for the past three
summers. Last year he got to create his
own memories by experiencing family
camp weekend with his wife and children
for the first time.
“The first question I asked was, can
siblings come too,” said Flynn. “And they
said ‘of course they’re part of your family,
we don’t want to leave them out.’ The four
of us went which was great. It was like a
full week squished into one weekend. It
was a good experience.”
As a parent of a child with dwarfism,
Flynn has become actively involved
with the Little People of Ontario
organization. Although they host events
to bring affiliated children and families
together, Flynn says participating in a
full week of activities at Camp Maple
Leaf helps to strengthen the bonds of
friendship between kids with similar life
experiences.
“Our organization meets twice a year and
we do an event. By having an additional
large event focused on the children, the
kids can spend time together and build
relationships. That’s important to do.
When you go back to average life when
everyone’s different than you, it’s strange.
At camp you’re coming together with
kids that are different like you. They get a
whole week when everyone’s at the same
eye level. It’s good to have those common
connections. If you’re going to travel
anywhere to connect, there’s a lot that
comes out of going to camp.”
There’s a lot that comes out of going to
classic car shows too, as witnessed by the
members of Fowlers Corners and District
Continued On Pg 30
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CONTINUED FROM PG 28

PARTNERSHIPS

One pillar of
Camp Maple Leaf's
success
Lions Club. As a community fundraising group, the Lions Club
annually supports various causes in the greater Peterborough area
through their Cruise Night Craftworks event. It’s an initiative that
eventually lead them to Camp Maple Leaf.

operational pillar of the camp. Looking forward, it will be the strength
of these ongoing partnerships and relationships that will determine
the long-term success of Camp Maple Leaf.

“Our club has always had a soft spot for kids,” said Larry Franks,
Chairman of the Cruise Night Committee at the club, which in 2020
celebrates its 35th year of operation. “Last year we were looking
around and thinking about what organizations are out there in the
area that we should get behind. Our incoming President made a
comment that she supports Camp Maple Leaf. That’s how it started.”
That conversation lead Franks to reach out to Camp Maple Leaf
staff to discuss the possibility of the camp becoming a recipient of
proceeds from the Lions Club’s Thursday night classic car night. It
didn’t take long for the enthusiasm of Camp Maple Leaf staff to help
seal the deal with the Lions club representatives.
“We came, we saw, we liked,” said Franks. “We did our research, and
we liked what we saw and said, let’s get behind it. I think it is a fit
because the focus is on disadvantaged kids of one form or another.
Of course, they cater to a fairly broad spectrum of kids. It really
motivated us to do something for them.”
This will be the second summer the Fowlers Corners and District
Lions Club will be allocating a portion of the funds raised through
their cruise nights to Camp Maple Leaf. It’s a cause that aligns well
with the members according to Franks.
The volunteer-minded individuals at the Ontario Clean Water Agency
(OCWA) also decided to partner with Camp Maple Leaf last year.
“We all volunteer our time and effort and give back by organizing
a golf tournament,” said golf tournament committee member and
OCWA employee, Vanessa Greatrix. “We’re all passionate about water
and waste water treatment. We decided that we would look at family
camps or kids camps that have to do upgrades to their drinking
water systems. We loved what Camp Maple Leaf does for kids that
can’t afford to go to camp and for the military families. We liked their
passion for helping kids experience camp.”
Thanks to the donation of golf tournament proceeds, Camp Maple
Leaf was able to work directly with OCWA on improving the camp’s
water supply. These are just a few examples of the multitude of
partnerships essential to the successful operation of Camp Maple
Leaf each year. Whether helping is part of a company’s corporate
social responsibility strategy, or a direct response to an appeal
made by Camp Maple Leaf leadership looking to fulfill a specific
need, effective and innovative partnerships continue to be a core
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905 579 9502

300 TAUNTON ROAD EAST
OSHAWA, ONTARIO
905-723-4178

716 Colonel Sam Dr, Oshawa, ON L1H 7Y2

www.mechanicsonthetrent.com

519-453-7770
1298 TRAFALGAR ST
705-341-3077
LONDON, ON

For All Your Boating Needs

Winter Boat Storage - safe, secure, storage for PWC’s, runabouts, bow-riders, pontoon boats, and small cruisers.
Boat Repairs - tune-ups, engine rebuilds, outdrive service, cleaning, bufﬁng, waxing, parts and accessories
Our shop is located at
The Moorings Marina
327 Snug Harbour Road
Lindsay, ON
K9V 4R6

info@mechanicsonthetrent.com

(705) 778-1530
13 Industrial DriveHavelock, ON, K0L 1Z0
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PROUD COMMUNITY
SUPPORTERS OF
CAMP MAPLE LEAF

705-947-3022
513 GRAND ROAD
CAMPBELLFORD, ON, K0L 1L0
WWW.SEYMOURANDSEYMOUR.CA

705 931
705-742-0488

0938

6 Scout
Cresent,
ON, K0L1V0
700
ERSKINE
AVE., Millbrook,
PETERBOROUGH,
ON

“It feels good to know
it’s all taken care of.”
Over 70% of people polled* admit
it... they don’t know the details of
their partner’s funeral and cemetery
wishes. How about you?

1 panel
$198
+
cartridge
$110

Ask us about a
FREE Planning Kit

705-742-3242
Rosemount
Memorial Gardens
by Arbor Memorial

1260 LANDSDOWN ST. W, PETERBOROUGH, ON
705-749-9474

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
YOU CAN COUNT ON

705-328-1954

103 McLaughlin Rd. Lindsay, ON K9V 6K5
JohnsQualityAutoService.ca
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HOME OF

DISTINCTION
905-336-8511
3300 GUELPH LINE
BURLINGTON, ON, L7P 0S7

705-324-2166

211 KENT ST W, LINDSAY, ON, K9V2Y9
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ROYAL
CANADIAN
LEGIONS

A generous tradition
of support

In the past year, the
organization and its members
have become a great ally in
supporting the mission of Camp
Maple Leaf of ensuring children
of both Canadian military families
and those living with unique life challenges enjoy a safe, fun-filled
summer camp experience. Through a variety of fundraising activities
hosted by Legions across Ontario, members have been able to
provide generous funding for CML camper sponsorships to children
of Veteran families. This support helps to ensure that no matter what
the family’s financial challenge may be, Camp Maple Leaf is able to
accommodate registration of their children.

34

As a partner, Royal Canadian Legion branches are supporting
CML in other ways beyond providing financial assistance. Through
their internal network and partner affiliations, Legion branches are
playing an active role in promoting CML to Veterans throughout their
communities. This peer-to-peer sharing of information helps ensure
Veterans know that Camp Maple Leaf programs are available not only
to families of actively serving military families but to families
of Veterans as well.

“

We thank Legions across the province for not only providing
funding to help children attend camp but also for playing an
essential role in getting the word out about Camp Maple Leaf
to Veterans in communities across the province, 		
said Kim Smith, Executive Director of Camp Maple Leaf.

”
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Camp Maple Leaf would like to extend our sincere thanks to the
members of the following Royal Canadian Legion Branches for
their generous support and assistance over the past year.
CITY

BRANCH

Ajax
Bobcaygeon
Bracebridge
Brampton
Brighton
Burlington
Cambridge

322
239
161
15
100
60
272

Chalk River
Cobalt
Delaware
Dunnville
Fonthill
Georgetown
Gorrie
Hamilton

562
44
598
142
613
120
307
58

CITY

BRANCH

CITY

BRANCH

Harrow
Iroquois Falls  
Kanata
Kingston
Kingsville
Kinmount

338
70
638
560
188
441

Petawawa  
Port Hope
Rockland
Smithville
Strathroy
Sydenham

517
30
554
393
116
496

Kitchener
Lakefield
London
Morrisburg
Niagara Falls
Orleans
Ottawa
Pembroke
Penetanguishene

50
77
533
48
396
632
351
72
68

Temagami
Tobermory
Walkerton
Wallaceburg
Waterdown
Waterford
Windsor

408
290
102
18
551
123
12
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SPONSORS

SPONSORS
Canine Balance Training

Crowder Repair Service

2487 Industrial St. Unit 5
Burlington................................. 905-465-5837

4 Durham Street East
Lindsay.................................... 705-878-0658

Cindora Automotive Sales

Desco Plumbing & Heating Supply Inc.

1 Alabastine Ave
Caledonia ................................ 905-765-2277

173 Jamieson Drive
Peterborough............................ 705-742-3871

Cresmount Funeral Home

Fox Mart

322 Fennell Ave. E.
Hamilton.................................. 905-387-2111

153 Angeline Street North
Lindsay.................................... 705-324-8667

Great Northern Battery Systems

Frosty John's Pub

475 Parkdale Avenue North
Hamilton.................................. 905-549-4454

8-100 Mearns Ave.
Bowmanville.............................. 905-623-6700

Jean's Flower Shop

Giant Tiger

509 upper Wellington Street
Hamilton.................................. 905-383-2116

55 Angeline Street North
Lindsay.................................... 705-328-9572

LPG Inventory

Global Pet Foods

40 Milburn Road
Hamilton.................................. 905-578-0707

#6 - 600 Grandview South
Oshawa.................................... 905-245-0247

Mabellie's Drawer

Hamilton Smith LTD.

6 Ontario Street Store 3
Grimsby................................... 905-309-7777

680 The Parkway
Peterborough............................ 705-741-5289

Newcastle Building Restoration

Irwin Tax

36 Glassco Ave. S.
Hamilton.................................. 289-700-9917

6493 Highway 115 PO BOX 344
Orono ..................................... 905-983-5538

Annie's Quilt Shop

Kawartha Orthondontics

816 Durham Regional Road 17
Newcastle................................ 905-987-1779

336 Armour Road
Peterborough............................ 705-743-8085

Billy K's Restaurant

Kings Auto Wreckers

1131 Brookdale Avenue
Cornwall.................................. 613-933-2986

1866 Drummond LIne
Peterborough ........................... 705-745-6289

Carveth's Marina Ltd.

Lindsay Orthotics & Root Care

426 Carveth's Marina Road
Douro-Dummer......................... 705-652-6226

189 Kent Street West Suite 107
Lindsay.................................... 877-799-3464

Central ontario Protection

London Shoes

171 A Rink Street Suite 160
Peterborough............................ 705-931-8521

58-1615 Dundas Street East
Whitby..................................... 905-433-8993

Clonsilla Auto Sales

Lou Orlandi Contracting

809 Clonsilla Ave.
Peterborough ........................... 705-742-6500

1921 Young's Point Road
Lakefield................................... 705-652-5063
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SPONSORS
Main Family Chiropractic Centre
27 Vesna Crt.
Bowmanville.............................. 905-697-8083

Mark Street United Church
90 Hunter Street East
Peterborough............................ 705-742-2682

Nelson's Western Booth Shop

TO ALL
OF OUR
SPONSORS

203 Lansdowne Street East
Peterborough............................ 705-745-1061

Nova Era Bakery & Pastry
1-1995 Salem Road North
Ajax......................................... 905-686-3700

Peterborough Machine LTD.
898 Ford Street
Peterborough............................ 705-741-0808

Shirley K9 Klippery
301 Brock Street North
Whitby..................................... 905-668-2721

Steves Sheet Metal
815 Ward Street
Bridgenorth.............................. 705-292-8879

Symposium Cafe
449 Kent Street West Unit 9
Lindsay.................................... 705-328-2929

The Collision Man Inc.
222 Rolson Street
Oshawa.................................... 905-432-7253

The Light House
109 Durham Street West
Lindsay................................... 705-328-9837

White Top Roofing Inc.
32300 Highway 28 East
Bancroft................................... 613-332-2814

Royal LePage Connect Realty, Brokerage*
950 Merritton Road
Pickering.................................. 905-424-3546

Re/Max Eastern Realty Inc.
91 George St. N. 2nd Floor
Peterborough............................ 705-772-1431
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THANK YOU

TO ALL OUR SPONSORS!
YVES PLUMBING

613-913-0367

6277 FRONTIER ST.

VARS

ON

K0A 3H0

ORMELL SAND & GRAVEL LIMITED

705-887-2515

26 COUNTY RD 8

FENELON FALLS

ON

K0M 1N0

THE FIRE HYDRANT

807-343-9220

282 PEARL STREET

THUNDER BAY

ON

P7B 1E6

THE FRAMING POST

807-345-0452

408 WARDROPE AVE

THUNDER BAY

ON

P7G 2C8

TOM SULLIVAN'S PLUMBING

613-812-0219

584 STANLEY RD

PERTH

ON

K7H 3C5

TIM HORTONS

905-529-2257

239 KING ST W

HAMILTON

ON

L8P 1A7

5OFUS

905-427-8700

121 BENNETT AVE

AJAX

ON

L1T 3R8

BAVARIAN MOTOR SPORT

905-619-8813

1031 TOY AVE UNIT E

PICKERING

ON

L1W 3N9

TERRY J. HOFKIRCHNER, CA

905-443-6423

737 STONE STREET

OSHAWA

ON

L1J 1A4

HOMEFIT EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

519-579-8721

6-842 VICTORIA ST N

KITCHENER

ON

N2B 3C1

PET VALUE NEWCASTLE

905-987-1258

7-361 KING AVE. E

NEWCASTLE

ON

L1B 1H4

SUBWAY

705-653-0385

25 DOXSSE AVE PO BOX 1436

CAMPBELLFORD

ON

K0L 1L0
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705 745 8699

PO Box 464 Peterborough, ON K9J 5X9
www.classaautomotive.ca
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Camp Maple Leaf is proud of the rich history and tradition of our founding fathers, the Canadian
Council of War Veterans who started Camp Maple Leaf in 1955. We honour our Canadian Heroes
by raising our flag to "Oh Canada" every morning beside the Veterans Memorial and the lowering of
it together every night.
Camp Maple Leaf is a not-for-profit, sleepover camp for children of Canadian Military Families
and children living with unique challenges. CML crams a whole lot of fun, friendship, learning and
adventure into six jam-packed days! We offer 12 traditional camp activity areas taking full advantage
of our beautiful island site. From Swimming, Canoeing and Fishing to Sports, Arts & Crafts and
Camping Skills, we challenge all campers to push their own personal limits. There is rarely a staff
member not in costume or a cabin of campers not cheering in the Lodge at our delicious family style
meals.
As the sun goes down, evenings define "camp magic" as campers engage in all-camp games, take
the stage during our weekly Broadway style show and dress up for our closing-night Banquet.
Every night the whole camp ends another “best day ever” by gathering around the campfire in love,
support and song.
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2020 !!!

www.campmapleleaf.net
Office Contact (year round)
132 Reynolds Street
Oakville, ON, L6J 3K5
Phone 905-338-5200
Fax 905-338-3039

Island Contact (summer)
378 Fothergill Road
Ennismore, ON, K0L 1T0
Phone 705-657-2222
Fax 705-657-2222

Charitable Registration Number 870125150 RR0001
info@campmapleleaf.net

CAMP MAPLE LEAF | 2020 EDITION

CML Full Magazine 2020_new_final_singles.indd 41

41

2020-06-03 12:24 PM

TOMS AUTO SERVICE
705-878-8989
UNIT 4 - 205 STREET GEORGE STREET
LINDSAY, ONTARIO, L9V 5Z9

CML Full Magazine 2020_new_final_singles.indd 42

2020-06-03 12:24 PM

